
Member Appreciation Reception 
and Annual General Meeting 
Hosted by Airbus

Every year BABA 
holds a Member Ap-
preciation Reception in 
conjunction with our 
Annual General Meet-
ing/Election of Direc-
tors. Held this year on 
June 27th and hosted 
by Sponsoring Member, 
Airbus, the event was 
well attended by mem-
bers, who ranged from 
young professionals to 
seasoned BABA veter-
ans, demonstrating the 
strength of the Associa-
tion, now in its 36th year. Airbus provided 
access to its Airbus Experience Center 
which features a state-of-the-art interactive 
exhibit that explores the people, places 
and products of Airbus in North America.

President, Chris Fetzer, pro-
vided an update on the health of the 
Association and its successes over the 
past year. During the AGM, four new Di-
rectors were elected: Marc Cowan, Mark 

Cowan Homes LLC/Compass; Caroline 
Johnston, GreenIsland Bakery; Sheri 
Lauten, NationalGrid (who is complet-
ing the remaining term of Emily Duncan, 
who recently took up a new job position); 
and Mary Elizabeth Taylor, Robinhood. 
All four directors look forward to meeting 
members over the coming year.

For more photos from this event, 
turn to page 5.
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FOUNDING DIRECTORS 

Robert J. Gladwell, OBE, Founding Chairman 

Terence Roche Murphy, OBE 

Barry J. New, OBE 

OFFICERS 
Nancy Ziuzin Schlegel, Chair

Chris Fetzer, President

Jennifer Taylor Hodges, Past President

Eamonn Cooney, Past President

Derrick Surratt, Vice President

Patricia Karhuse, MBE, Secretary

Richard Larkworthy, Treasurer (Deloitte) 

DIRECTORS 
Eamonn Cooney, BABA 

Marc Cowan, Marc Cowan Homes LLC/Compass

John Dickerman, The CBI 

Mark D. Herlach, Eversheds Sutherland 

Mark Huntley, Fairmont, Georgetown, Washington, DC 

Amy Jeff ress, Arnold & Porter 

Caroline Johnston, GreenIsland Bakery

Sheri Lauten, National Grid

Elizabeth Lee, Womble Bond Dickinson

Robert McCollar, Loudoun County Economic Development 

Courtney Oldham, Capital Alpha Partners

Cate Sadler, Airbus Americas, Inc.

Derrick Surratt, British Airways 

Mary Elizabeth Taylor, Robinhood

Andrea Thompson, Northrop Grumman

Scott Thompson, PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Joe Tirone, Baker Donelson

Steve Wilson, Rolls-Royce North America 

Nancy Ziuzin Schlegel, Lockheed Martin Corporation 

COUNSEL 

C. Randall Nuckolls, Dentons

ADMINISTRATION 
LeeAnn Petersen, Executive Director

P. Rugger Smith, Administrator

I hope everyone found time to 
relax and rejuvenate over the summer. 
BABA is ready to hit the ground running, 
with some great programs planned for our 
members during the remainder of 2023.

In recent months, BABA leadership 
and staff have worked to revitalize our 
committees with the principal objective of 
presenting topical programs and 
opportunities to meet experts in our prime 
sectors of defense, aerospace, 

From the President…
Dear Members and Colleagues:

transportation, security, energy  and environment, financial 
services, health and life sciences, and trade.  This effort 
includes the creation of a new committee—Technology, Media & 
Telecom.  If you are interested in joining a committee, please 
contact LeeAnn Petersen at lpetersen@babawashington.org. 

In June, we held our Annual General Meeting (AGM) and 
Member Appreciation Reception. Thanks to all of you who 
attended!  It was wonderful to see so many of you and to meet 
so many new members.  We had a record number of new 
members join this year, a total of 70! 

During the AGM, we welcomed four new Directors to 
our Board –  Marc Cowan, Vice President, Marc Cowan 
Homes LLC/Compass; Caroline Johnston, Founder & CEO, 
GreenIsland Bakery; Mary Elizabeth Taylor, Vice 
President, Head of International Government and 
External Affairs, Robinhood; and Sheri Lauten, U.S. 
Director of Government Relations for National Grid 
Ventures, who was elected to fill the unexpired term 
(2023-2025) vacated by Emily Duncan. Welcome aboard all! I 
also want to thank those directors whose terms ended:  Hilary 
Fordwich, Strelmark LLC; Jill Landefeld, Brown Advisory; 
and Dena Wiggins, NGSA.  I thank them for their dedication 
and service to BABA as Board directors for six years, and look 
forward to their continued participation. 

The AGM was also a very fitting occasion to 
acknowledge our recent past Chairman, Mark Herlach, who 
served in the role for four years.  Mark was recognized for his 
outstanding dedication to the Association as Chairman—always 
going above and beyond—tirelessly delivering resources, 
contacts, and expertise. He will be remembered for his constant 
presence at BABA events, often bringing membership prospects, 
as well as for being exceedingly generous with his time, 
budget, and advice for staff.

Please take a moment to read the Embassy News 
update on page three which re-affirms the U.S. and UK 
commitment to Ukraine; the continued trilateral security 
partnership between Australia, the U.S., and the UK; and the 
economic cooperation fostered between our two countries by 
the Atlantic Declaration.

On the topic of programming, please check out the 
BABA website events page click here for important information 
about fall activities as they are organized. One early date for 
your calendars now – we hope you are able to join us on 
December 15, 2023, for our Annual Gala Christmas Luncheon at 
the beautiful Fairmont!  It is our flagship event, and always a 
fitting and wonderful way to celebrate the end of another year.

As always, we welcome member feedback; after all, it is 
YOUR association.  Please feel free to contact me at the below 
email address. I look forward to hearing from you.

Chris Fetzer
President@babawashington.org

lpetersen@babawashington.org
https://www.babawashington.org/index.php/eventsmonthly/events
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Embassy News
2023 continued with major moments for our 

shared international priorities with the US across 
economic and national security. Prime Minister Sunak’s 
government remains intently focused on the UK’s 
steadfast support of Ukraine as the UK and US are the 
nation’s two biggest international supporters. The 
Prime Minister has continued strong working relations 
with President Biden, with the President’s July 10th 
visit to Downing Street marking the sixth meeting 
between the two leaders in nine months.

In March, the Prime Minister welcomed the 
announcement alongside President Biden and Prime 
Minister Albanese of Australia in San Diego of the 
next phase in the AUKUS defence programme, which 
will see Australia build submarines supported by the 
UK and US. On this visit, the Prime Minister discussed 
with President Biden the UK’s updated national 
security and foreign policy strategy.

The Prime Minister returned to the US in June 
on his first official state visit as Prime Minister to 
welcome the agreement of the Atlantic Declaration 
with President Biden, a new 21st Century approach to 
the economic relationship between our countries. The 
Atlantic Declaration will see the UK and US embark on 
the deepest level of economic cooperation either of 
our two countries have ever had with another 
country. On this visit, Prime Minister stressed that 
both economic and defence cooperation must be the 
two pillars of the UK-US alliance.

On this visit it was announced that US 
companies have committed to £14 billion ($17.3 
billion) in major new investments, creating thousands of 
UK jobs and enhancing our joint investment 
relationship now worth more than £1 trillion ($1.5 
trillion).

The Prime Minister also attended the second 
annual UK-US Friendship Day at Nationals Park.

The leaders’ July 10th meeting ahead of the 
NATO Vilnius Summit discussed the first agreements 
under the Atlantic Declaration, which included new 
commitments on supporting one another’s critical 
supply chains, developing new, clean technologies 
and removing barriers to the uninterrupted exchange of 
goods and services between our economies.

The Prime Minister and President agreed that 
accelerating international cooperation on safe and 
responsible AI development is one of the leading 
issues of our time. The UK will be a crucial global 
leader in these efforts alongside international 
partners. The UK will host the first ever global safety 
summit on Artificial Intelligence, convening 
international governments, leading AI companies 

and industry experts on November 1st and 2nd at the 
iconic Bletchley Park, one of the birthplaces of computer 
science.

Minister of State for International Trade Nigel 
Huddleston further deepened UK-US trade relations in 
2023, signing the UK’s fourth state-level Memorandum 
of Understanding with a US state--Oklahoma. This MoU, 
signed with Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt, is focused 
on boosting green trade, specifically carbon capture, 
utilisation and storage (CCUS) as well as the £174.4m 
worth of goods UK companies exported to Oklahoma in 
2022.

On this same visit, Minister Huddleston 
welcomed a pioneering Mutual Reciprocity Agreement 
(MRA), unlocking a major trade barrier alongside 
architecture regulation bodies, making it easier for UK 
and US architects to operate in markets on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Since then, the UK’s Engineering Council 
and the US National Council of Examiners for 
Engineering and Surveying have entered discussions to 
allow UK and US engineers to operate in each other’s 
jurisdictions for another ground-breaking MRA.

The Embassy celebrated His Majesty’s The King’s 
Coronation in June with a sidewalk celebration for the 
public, complete with British refreshments and British 
brands.

In July, the Foreign Secretary James Cleverly 
chaired first ever United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
session on AI, calling for multilateral engagement and 
global governance of AI. The Foreign Secretary then 
joined Fox News’ Martha MaCallum for a Fireside chat at 
the Aspen Security Forum on the UK’s unwavering 
support alongside allies for Ukraine.

The UK looks ahead to a busy Autumn in 
anticipation of the UN General Assembly in New York, 
with the UK Delegation being led by the Deputy Prime 
Minister Oliver Dowden and the Foreign Secretary.
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Continuous Delivery: Producing Code 
for the Nation’s Next ICBM Interceptor
How Lockheed Martin’s Next Generation Interceptor Program 
Enables Mission-Driven Transformation

Lockheed Martin’s Next Generation Interceptor 
(NGI) program recently achieved a programmatic mile-
stone: the fi rst offi  cial fl ight software release. Lockheed 
Martin developed this within their Lockheed Martin NGI 
Software Factory, which enhances reliability and allows 
for faster development time. The delivery of this fi rst 
incremental fl ight software to the Missile Defense Agency 
(MDA), and subsequent progress in development, marks 
a critical step on the path to fl ight testing and fi elding. 
This is one way Lockheed Martin is accelerating capabili-
ties through their mission-driven transformation program 
called 1LMX.

Lockheed Martin’s NGI Software Factory automates 
software activities, enabling fast development and con-
tinuous deployment of software to advance customer 
missions. The factory utilizes people, processes, and tools 
to move ideas and requirements to high quality products 
at the speed of relevance, while reducing costs.

To read the complete article click here.

International Rooftop Networking at the Wharf
Over 200 Members and guests from the British-American Business, the French-American Chamber of Com-

merce, the Swedish-American Chamber of Commerce and Mer’s Event Group gathered on a beautiful April evening.  
Guests were treated to views that capture the historic Washington Channel, U.S. Capitol, National Mall, and the 
Tidal Basin from the District’s fi rst waterfront trophy offi  ce building on Maine Avenue, SW and to network with new 
friends and colleagues.  Networking is a core element of non-profi t organizations and BABA provides extensive 
networking opportunities at all events.  

Plenty of food and refreshments for all!
(l to r) Eamonn Cooney, Steve Hamrick,
Caroline Johnston and Elizabeth Quinn

Members and guests enjoy the “Penthouse” on the Wharf and the beautiful Spring evening.

https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-us/news/features/2023/producing-code-for-the-nation-s-next-icbm-interceptor.html
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Members’ Appreciation Networking 
Reception & Annual General Meeting

Hosted by

June 27, 2027

BABA Member, Joe Kalmin enjoying one of the Airbus 
exhibits

Chris Fetzer summarizes BABA’s past year

Annual General Meeting of the MembersLeft to right: Hilary Fordwich, outgoing Director; 
Mark Herlach, BABA Past Chairman; Chris Fetzer, 
President; Dena Wiggins, outgoing Director
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Pauline Thompson and Thu Stubbs, 7 Benefi tL to R:  Two outgoing Directors, Dena Wiggins and 
Hilary Fordwich with Neil Agate, Georgie Wilkinson and 
Jean Foster.

L to R: Ali McGuigan and Brenna Recny, both with 
National Grid and Laurent Myers, Savills

L to R: Cate Sadler, Airbus; Ashly Abbott Cowan, 
Booz Allen Hamilton; and Marc Cowan, Mark Cowan 
Homes LLC
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BABA Hosts Congressional Fly In and 
UK Caucus Reception

Earlier this year BABA hosted its fi rst ever Congres-
sional Fly In for our members and those of other chapters. 
Participants gathered in D.C. to meet with their elected 
representatives to talk about challenges and opportunities 
facing US/UK Trade policy.  Some groups also carried a 
region-specifi c message to Congress, like the Ohio group 
pictured here. After a day of meetings with elected of-

ficials the group enjoyed a reception in honor of the UK 
Caucus that was attended by James Roscoe, DHM of the 
British Embassy, Congressman Joe Wilson co-chair of 
the caucus, Chris Fetzer, President of BABA and Nancy 
Ziuzin Schlegel, Chair of BABA.

More Reception photos here

Members of the BABC- Ohio

Left to right: Chris Fetzer, BABA President;  Nancy Ziuzin 
Schlegel, BABA Chair; Congressman Joe Wilson, Co-Chair, 
UK Caucus; and James Roscoe, DHM British Embassy

Best Lawyers Recognizes 280 Womble 
Lawyers, Including 20 as “Lawyer of the Year”

Best Lawyers® has recognized 280 Womble lawyers in its 2024 editions, including 204 in The Best Lawyers 
in America® and 76 in Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch™ in America. Notably, 20 lawyers were named “Lawyer of the 
Year” in their respective practices and locations. The “Lawyer of the Year” distinction is awarded to the attorney with 
the highest overall peer feedback in a specifi c practice and location.

Included in the list are two attorneys familiar to many BABA members, Elizabeth Lee - Real Estate Law. 
Elizabeth is a BABA Board member and Jeffrey Tarkenton - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency 
and Reorganization Law; Litigation – Bankruptcy.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/99466963@N03/albums/72177720306622263
Chris
Cross-Out
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Check out these fantastic Fall events!

FOURTH ANNUAL 

POLO CLASSIC 

September 16, 2023 2pm - 5:30pm

Join Habitat for Humanity Metro Maryland, 

AGNC Investment Corp and the British American Busi-

ness Association on September 16th for tailgating 

and divot stomping at Congressional Polo Grounds in 

Poolseville, MD. The event features 2 polo matches 

and prizes for best hat, best dressed and best tail-

gate party! General admission available OR join BABA 

leaders for a special tailgate. Contact lpetersen@

babawashington for details.

BABA BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

Happy Hour

September 19, 2023 6pm-8pm
Did you study in the UK? Would you like to con-

nect with others who did to reminisce about your days 

at University and share your love of British culture? 

Join BABA for this Fall networking event. All ages over 

21 are welcome. We have a private bar overlooking 

the Wharf at Kirwan's and the modest registration fee 

includes open bar and hors d'oeuvres. We are expect-

ing 100 people to attend so don't wait, register today! 

Wear some schwag from your Uni and be entered to 

win Apple earbuds!

https://babawashington.org/index.php/component/jcalpro/59-baba/321-habitat-for-humanity-s-4th-annual-polo-classic?Itemid=1201&Itemid=656
https://babawashington.org/index.php/component/jcalpro/59-baba/278-back-to-school-happy-hour?Itemid=101&Itemid=656
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Check out these fantastic Fall events!

BABA UK-US FALL CLASSIC
Charity Golf Tournament
October 6, 2023 8am-3pm

Join BABA along with the Congressional Golf 

Association and the Women's Congressional Golf As-

sociation for this fun and casual event in honor of the 

UK Congressional Caucus and benefiting the ACS 

Inter-national Schools British Summer Studies 

Programme. Special thanks to BMW Group for 

sponsoring the MINI Electric hole in one prize and 

Diageo for sponsoring the beverage cart! All golf 

levels welcome. Sponsor-ships available. 

Contact lpetersen@babawashington. org for details.

12th Annual 
Black Tie Spies & Heroes 
Benefit
October 7, 2023 6pm 

His Majesty’s Secret Ser-

vice, MI6, cordially invites you 

to the 12th Annual Spies and 

Heroes Black-Tie Gala. Your task 

is “Dress to Impress” and enjoy 

socializing with VIPs, celebri-

ties, and international secret 

agents to raise critical funds to 

reduce Veteran and Active-Duty 

suicides.

https://www.babawashington.org/index.php/component/jcalpro/59-baba/322-12th-annual-black-tie-spies-heroes-benefit?Itemid=1201&Itemid=656
https://babawashington.org/index.php/component/jcalpro/59-baba/320-postponed-to-spring-baba-uk-us-classic-charity-golf-tournament-2?Itemid=101&Itemid=656
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Airbus Americas

The Anschutz Corporation 

Arnold & Porter 

AstraZeneca 

BAE Systems

Baker, Donelson, Bearman,   
     Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 

Barclays

BP America

British Airways

British International School
     of Washington

BSI Group

BT

C5

Citrin Cooperman 

Dentons US LLP

Diageo

Eversheds Sutherland

Fairfax County EDA

Google

Holland & Knight

HSBC Bank USA, NA

MBDA Missile Systems 

National Grid 

Northrop Grumman Corporation 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Reckitt Benckiser

Robinhood

Rolls-Royce North America Inc. 

Serco

Shetland Space Centre Ltd 

Smith & Nephew

Virgin Atlantic Airways

WETA 

Sponsoring Members

New Sponsoring Members
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SPONSORING MEMBERS

URENCO USA
Nuclear
Website: www.urenco.com

Urenco is an international supplier 
of uranium enrichment, fuel cycle 
products and related services with 
sustainability at the core of our busi-
ness. Operating in a pivotal area of 
the nuclear fuel supply chain for 
more than 50 years, we facilitate 
zero carbon electricity generation for 
consumers around the world.

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 
COMPANY LLC
Energy Manufacturing
Website: www.westinghousenuclear.com 

Westinghouse is the world’s leading 
supplier of safe, innovative nuclear 
technology. Westinghouse provides 
innovative and diverse technology 
solutions to ensure a base load of 
carbon free electricity including reac-
tor technology, nuclear fuel design, 
manufacturing and services technol-
ogy and decommissioning services. 

CORPORATE MEMBERS
BMNT INC.
Consulting Services
Website: www.bmnt.com

BMNT is a global advisory fi rm for 
governments and their partners.

SMALL BUSINESS MEMBERS

ADHIKARI LAW PLLC
Legal Services
Website: www.adhikarilaw.com 

Adhikari Law is a technology-driven 
boutique law firm with the 
specialization in U.S. immigration 
and nationality law. Our attorneys 
have many years of progressive 
experience in the U.S. immigration 
and nationality law, international 
law and business law, and have 
successfully represented multi-
national companies,U.S. 
businesses,universities,government 
agencies, think tanks, research 
organizations,non-profits, hospitals, 
engineering firms,small businesses, 

ALEX FOLEY AND 
ASSOCIATES LTD
Public Relations Consultants 
Website: www.alexfoleyassociates.com/

International public relations consul-
tancy - corporate communications 
agency founded by Alex Foley, a dual 
British American citizen who loves to 
represent companies both sides 
of the Atlantic 

CANN CONSTRUCTION 
Construction
Website: www.cannbuild.com 

HIgh-end residential and small com-
mercial construction company

CircaGene
 Pharmaeuticals

Website: www.circagene.com 
Delivering premier Bioinformatics 
solutions, we empower public health 
advancement for individuals and 
communities through cutting-edge 
technology and analytics.

New Members

BULLPEN STRATEGY GROUP 
Consulting; corporate government 
affairs; marketing; software - internet 
Website: 
www.bullpenstrategygroup.com 

BSG is an insights-focused public 
aff airs and strategic advisory firm, 
offering comprehensive solutions 
for growth and risk management 
worldwide

CLOVER TRADE & LOGISTICS INC.
Moving
Website: www.clover.group

Clover Group International Ltd was 
established in 1993 (then trading as 
The Clover Shipping Company 
Ltd). The company's primary 
business has grown over the years 
and forged a recognised market 
presence in the area of compliant 
global logistics for complex and 
highly specialist global logistical 
requirements.

DISTRICT PHOTO INC. (US) 
Printing
Website: www.districtphoto.com 

We are one of the largest digital 
print fulfillment businesses in the 
world, with over 1m sq ft of 
manufacturing space at 8 worldwide 
locations. Predominantly in the US 
and UK, we serve many household 
brands, fulfilling their POD and 
Personalisation printing in a B2B2C 
structure.

Adhikari Law is a technology-driven 
boutique law firm with the 
specialization in U.S. immigration 
and nationality law. Our attorneys 
have many years of progressive 
experience in the U.S. immigration 
and nationality law, international 
law and business law, and have 
successfully represented multi-
national companies, U.S. 
businesses, universities, 
government agencies, think tanks, 
research organizations, non-profits,
hospitals, engineering firms, small 
businesses, multinationals and 
technology companies.
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CYNALYTICA INC.
Computer defense info-services 
software-internet
Website: www.cynalytica.com 

Cynalytica develops advanced sensor 
& software machine learning (ML/AI) 
analytics platforms for ICS/SCADA 
and OT environments for critical in-
frastructure protection

EMBARK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 
Business Development Consulting; 
Management Consultants
Website: www.embarksolutions.us 

Serving as a bridge for US-focused 
expansion through warm introduc-
tions from our respective networks to 
right-fit  firms

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
Aerospace; business development 
consulting; corporate defense eco-
nomic-development; pharmaceutical 
real-estate
Website: www.GuidingPrinciples.us 

New Members
PTB GLOBAL ADVISORS 
Consulting Services
Website: www.ptbglobaladvisor.com 

PTB Global Advisor is a boutique 
strategic consulting firm. Clients are 
primarily in Japan and US, govern-
ment and private businesses. 

SABRE22 INC.
Security Services
Website: www.sabre22.com 

SABRE22 provides security consul-
tancy, strategic advice, & training 
to overcome all identified security 
threats with minimal disruption to 
businesses.

SIAN PUGH REAL ESTATE
Real Estate
Website: www.sianpugh,com 

Residential real estate in DC, MD, PA, 
VA & WV. If you are relocating in any of 
these areas, we’ve got you covered.

TECHCOMPETE LLC
Marketing Services
Website: www.techcompete.co 

CMO Advisor Helping Executives 
Navigate Digital Disruption. I help 
C-suite executives demystify the
digital revolution and engage more
customers.

THE WASHINGTON TATTOO 
Cultural
Website: www.thewashingtontattoo.com 

The Washington Tattoo produces 
unforgettable immersive experiences 
fueled by global performers, military 
precision, and cultural excellence.

WOODFOREST NATIONAL BANK 
N.A.
Banking; Financial Services Website: 
www.woodforest.com

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Peter Barnes
Karen Blair
Kathleen Ellis
Ben Hadley
Heather Huff 
Mary Claire Kendall
Seth Levey
Pauline Thompson
Steven Valentine

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS

Kamila Bakieva
Madeline Dawson
Charles Di Bona
Emma Gillam
Alessandra Guckes
Bethany Kazakevicius 
Kimberlee Kerr
Gifty Merg
Matthew Minor
Brady Scott
Jordan Taylor
Ismaila Whittier
Georgina Wilkinson

The 
transatlantic 
law fi rm close 
to home
womblebonddickinson.com

©2020 Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

Serving as a bridge for US-focused 
expansion through warm 
introductions from our respective 
networks to right-fit firms.

We are the trusted advisors and 
confidants to ambitious leaders 
globally. We guide you and 
your people to develop your 
narrative, strategy, confidence 
and capabilities and to resolve 
problems and deliver results. 
We offer informed geopolitical 
and business insights, astute 
analysis and unparalleled 
connections to guide your 
strategy development and 
resource your implementation 
plans.


